











LIFTING-THE-BARRIERS INITIATIVE

Phase | of the Lifting-The-Barriers Initiative involves
core research and compilation of qualitative and
guantitative responses as surveyed from within
each of the six business sectors. The outcome of
Phase | are the six sector based Preliminary Papers,
intended to spark discussion at Phase Il Lifting-The-
Barriers roundtables during the NAF.

Phase Il is convened around six sector based
roundtables where these papers will identify

the existing barriers to assist understanding of
the challenges faced by the industry due to AEC
obligations as well as providing recommendations
to mitigate these barriers to free trade.

Phase Il consists of the final outcome, the
Lifting-The-Barriers (LTB) Report, as policy
recommendations for policy makers to effect real
changes and accelerate integration efforts.
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i THE LAUNCH OF
LIFTING-THE-BARRIERS REPORTS

29 NOVEMBER 2013

VIETNAM PHILIPPINES LAOS

The ASEAN Business Club (ABC), in collaboration
with the CIMB ASEAN Research Institute (CARI)
launched the Lifting-The-Barriers (LTB) Reports at
the Grand Hyatt, Jakarta, on the 29th November
2013. The launch of these reports marked the
conclusion of the year long 2013 LTB Initiative.
This research driven initiative sought to engage
industry stakeholders to identify barriers hindering
free trade in a regional context and to then provide
concrete recommendations to overcome these
barriers. The LTB Reports cover six key sectors,
namely Aviation, Connectivity, Infrastructure,
Power & Utilities, Financial Services, Capital
Markets and Healthcare.

The research component was a collaborative
effort between the ABC, CARI and six renowned
management consultancies and academic
institutions; McKinsey & Company (Infrastructure,
Power & Utilities), Boston Consulting Group
(Financial Services), Bain & Company
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(Connectivity), Accenture (Healthcare), Oliver
Wyman (Capital Markets) and the Centre for
International Law from the National University of
Singapore (Aviation).

The launch was attended by the ASEAN Secretary
General H.E. Le Luong Minh, Dato’ Sri Nazir Razak,
Tan Sri Dr. Munir Majid, Bapak Patrick Walujo,
distinguished public sector participants and many
members of the international media.

The Guest of Honour, H.E. Le Luong Minh
delivered a keynote address acknowledging the
critical importance of increased private sector
engagement through various platforms such as
this LTB Initiative. The press conference which
followed saw some in-depth and comprehensive
issues raised by the media.

In summary, the Launch marked a successful
closing of the LTB Initative for the year 2013.



Patrick Walujo, Convener of the Network ASEAN Forum 2013
attending to the media at the launch

ASEAN Secretary General H.E. Le Luong Minh presenting
the keynote address at the launch.
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CIMB
ASEAN
RESEARCH
INSTITUTE

The CIMB ASEAN Research Institute (CARI) was established in 2011 as
a member of CIMB Group.

CARI prides itself on being the first independent, transnational research
institute dedicated solely to the advancement and acceleration of the
ASEAN integration agenda.

CARI was designed to pursue research and to promote thought leadership
in support of an integrated ASEAN Community.

CARI seeks pragmatic solutions and policy recommendations to address
challenges in ASEAN integration and connectivity.

CAR/I’s headquarters is located in Kuala Lumpur but the institute has a
regional presence.

CORE ACTIVITIES

ASEAN Business Club

CARI is the secretariat to the ASEAN
Business Club which gathers the region’s
prominent business leaders for constructive
dialogue on economic integration.

Network ASEAN Forum

High-level annual conference on ASEAN
and its links to other economic regions.

Advisory Services

Background research and consultancy
for key stakeholders and partners.

Capacity Building

Capacity building training for middle
managers to top corporate leaders
to instill awareness and knowledge of
ASEAN and economic integration issues.
ASEAN 101, AEC Lecture, AEC Masterclass
& AEC Masterclass +

Events
CARI Conversations:

Dialogue sessions on emerging ideas
and critical issues.

ASEAN
BUSINESS
CLUB

The ASEAN Business Club (ABC) is a fully private sector driven initiative
of ASEAN’s leading businesses, that came together in support of regional
economic integration, while providing a platform for networking.

Representing every key sector, ABC aims to support the efforts of
governments in bringing down barriers of economic integration.

ABC is a growing regional network that serves as a forum for knowledge

sharing and advocacy.

The ABC has established itself as a powerful platform for ASEAN’s
businesses to engage with global and regional leaders.

ABC’s vision is ‘“ASEAN: Open for Business’.
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